
New Studies Indicate SARS Can Be Airborne 
 
Can the Virus causing Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) be spread through 
the air?  Two new studies say the answer may be yes. 
 
One of the studies was conducted in Hong Kong, the other in Toronto, Canada.  The 
Hong Kong researchers said in their summary, “…our epidemiologic analysis, experimental 
studies and airflow simulations support the probability of an airborne spread of the SARS 
virus…” 
 
The Toronto study reports findings that, “…provide the first experimental confirmation of 
viral aerosol generation by a patient with SARS, indicating the possibility of airborne 
droplet transmission…” 
 
While neither study confirms an actual instance of airborne SARS transmission, they 
both bolster the concept that a SARS infected patient can aerosolize the corona virus.  
In an editorial commentary appearing in The Journal of Infectious Disease, Dr. Tommy 
Tong says the Toronto research “…has shown beyond doubt that the SARS-CoV 
aerosol generation can occur from a patient with SARS.” 
 
Continue to check this web site for the latest information on airborne nosocomial 
infections and their relevance to proper HVAC contamination control. 
 
 
Click For More Information 
 

Dr. Tommy Tong’s Editorial on Airborne Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
Coronavirus and Its Implications from the Journal of Infectious Diseases 

 
The Toronto Study Detection of Airborne Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 

Coronavirus and Environmental Contamination in SARS Outbreak Units published in the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 

 
The Hong Kong Study Evidence of Airborne Transmission of Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome Virus published in the New England Journal of Medicine 
(subscription required) 

 
 

NOTE: Aforementioned studies do not promote nor are in any way affiliated with FP Technologies, Inc.  Links are 
provided for informational and research uses only. 

 

http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/JID/journal/issues/v191n9/33641/33641.html?erFrom=-4696214076378008946Guest
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/extract/351/6/609?hits=20&where=fulltext&andorexactfulltext=and&searchterm=SARS+airborne&sortspec=Score%2Bdesc%2BPUBDATE_SORTDATE%2Bdesc&excludeflag=TWEEK_element&searchid=1112295651012_6796&FIRSTINDEX=0&journalcode=nejm
http://www.vigilairsystems.com/news/SARS%20airborne%20editorial%20Tong.pdf

